46           FAITHS, FAIRS, AND
Now Paadu leaves behind him five sons, called
Pandavas after their father, and his brother has a
hundred sons, all of bad character, who are termed
Kauravas after an ancestor named Kuru. The
two sets of brothers live together under the care
of Dhrita-rashtra, but the Kauravas become jealous,
because Yudhi-shthira, the eldest of the Pandavas,
has been proclaimed heir to the throne. At length
they manage to persuade their father to expel
their five cousins, who, after wandering in the
jungles, arrive at the court of Drupada, king of
Panchala. This monarch happens to be holding
a tournament (svayamvara), and, as was not
Tincommon in those times, the chief prize is the
hand of his daughter, a very beautiful maiden named.
DraupadL Arjuna, one of the Pandavas, a great
warrior and a youth of much force of character,
wins the fair lady, and, curious to relate, she
becomes the common wife of the live brothers. (It
may be noted that the practice of polyandry exists
at the present day amtfng certain hill-tribes in
India). Shortly after this event, the Pandavas
are recalled from exile and the kingdom is divided
between them and the Kauravas ; the latter retain-
ing certain territory around Hastinapura and their
-cousins receiving" the province of Indra-prastha
(ancient Delhi).
The Kauravas, however, do not leave their
relatives in peace ; they invite the five brothers
to a gambling festival at their capital and then